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Your feedback on the future of community nursing research needed
Community nurses from across the nation are launching a new project to give patients, carers and
healthcare professionals the opportunity to have their say about the future of community nursing
research. The James Lind Alliance (JLA) Priority Setting Partnership (PSP) aims to gather, rank and
prioritise views from all people involved in or affected by community nursing.
‘The first step of the process is to gather the unique views and thoughts about what research needs
to be done from a wide range of people involved in or affected by community nursing,’ said
Suzannah Kinsella, PSP Steering Group Chair and JLA Adviser. ‘And today we’re announcing the
launch of our first two surveys; one for patients, carers and interested members of the public, and
one for community nurses and other community-based healthcare professionals.’
Both surveys are open now and can be accessed online at www.arcoxtv.nihr.ac.uk/communitynursingPSP
Community nursing teams work with patients and their families in places ranging from clinics and
health centres, to residential care and patients own homes. They are hugely important in helping the
NHS meet the needs of elderly, disabled, or vulnerable patients who may not be able to visit
hospital.
As well as providing and monitoring ongoing care, community nurses also play an important role in
advising and educating patients – for example about illness and disease prevention – and provide
support for patients in social care and welfare programmes. As such, the potential breadth of
research around community nursing that could be done is vast, and this project aims to generate a
‘top ten’ list of priorities.
The project is being led and run by a group of NIHR 70@70 senior nurse research leaders from NHS
Trusts across England. The NIHR 70@70 programme was set up in 2019 with the aim of
strengthening the research voice and influence of nurses and midwives in health and social care
settings.
The 70@70 team are working with the James Lind Alliance, a non-profit making initiative that
facilitates PSPs with the aim of making sure that health research funders are aware of the issues that
matter most to the people who need to use the results of research in their everyday lives.
‘We’re hoping not only to encourage the views of community nurses, the people they care for and
their families and carers, but also for community nurses themselves to become more involved in
research,’ said Dr Cathy Henshall, Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust. ‘Generating this list of
priorities will give funders, trusts, nurses and academic centres the steering they need to really get
to grips with research and the future of community nursing.’
‘The NIHR ARC Oxford and Thames Valley is already supporting the project with a view to helping
disseminate its findings among health researchers,’ said Dr Paula Wray, Senior Manager of the NIHR
ARC Oxford and Thames Valley. ‘We hope to secure funding to deliver new research based on the
outcomes of this project in the near future and encourage our partners across the nation to do so as
well.’
More details about the project, including aims and outcomes, steering group members, and updates
are available at: www.arc-oxtv.nihr.ac.uk/communitynursingPSP
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About the James Lind Alliance
The James Lind Alliance (JLA) infrastructure is hosted by the National Institute for Health Research
(NIHR) to provide the support and processes for Priority Setting Partnerships (PSPs). PSPs aim to help
patients, carers and clinicians work together to agree which are the most important unanswered
questions affecting their particular interest, in order to influence the prioritisation of future research
in that area. For further information, visit the JLA website (www.jla.nihr.ac.uk).
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About the NIHR ARC Oxford and Thames Valley
The NIHR Applied Research Collaboration Oxford and Thames Valley (NIHR ARC OxTV) coproduces better, more equitable, appropriate and sustainable health and care across the Thames
Valley region. It does this through applied health research projects and implementing research
evidence, regionally, nationally and internationally. Co-producing research with partner organisations
and the people affected by the research is at its heart. To achieve this, its researchers work with
health provider organisations, including local NHS and public health, the wider health and care sector
including voluntary sector organisations, patients and the public, and other ARCs and academic
groups.

About the National Institute for Health Research
The National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) is the nation's largest funder of health and care
research. The NIHR:
•
•
•
•
•

Funds, supports and delivers high quality research that benefits the NHS, public health and
social care
Engages and involves patients, carers and the public in order to improve the reach, quality
and impact of research
Attracts, trains and supports the best researchers to tackle the complex health and care
challenges of the future
Invests in world-class infrastructure and a skilled delivery workforce to translate discoveries
into improved treatments and services
Partners with other public funders, charities and industry to maximise the value of research to
patients and the economy

The NIHR was established in 2006 to improve the health and wealth of the nation through research,
and is funded by the Department of Health and Social Care. In addition to its national role, the NIHR
commissions applied health research to benefit the poorest people in low- and middle-income
countries, using Official Development Assistance funding.

